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deeply France is attached to the U.N., in
general, and the Security Council, in par-
ticular. Thank you very much.

President Clinton. Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, do you believe the Rus-

sians lied to you, sir?
Q. [Inaudible].
President Clinton. We’re going to be out

there some more tomorrow.

Gun Control Legislation

Q. [Inaudible]—NRA may win with the—
[inaudible]——

President Clinton. I know. I got up at
5 a.m. and started making calls this morning.
I’m doing my best.

Q. What’s your view?
President Clinton. I don’t know yet. I’m

not close enough to have a good count.

Al Gore’s Announcement of Candidacy

Q. How do you think Al Gore did yester-
day?

President Clinton. Wonderful. I thought
he was terrific.

NOTE: The President’s 175th news conference
began at 11:24 a.m. in the Garden at Elysee Pal-
ace. President Chirac spoke in French, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter. In his
remarks, President Clinton referred to Bernadette
Chirac, wife of President Chirac; Prime Minister-
elect Ehud Barak of Israel; Defense Minister Igor
Sergeyev and Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov of
Russia; President Arpad Goncz and Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban of Hungary; President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro); Louise
Arbour, independent chief prosecutor, Inter-
national War Crimes Tribunal; Lt. Gen. Mike
Jackson, British Royal Army, Commander, Kosovo
International Security Force; and President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of this news con-
ference.

Memorandum on Strengthening Our
Commitment to Service Through
Voluntary Opportunities
June 17, 1999

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies
Subject: Strengthening Our Commitment to
Service Through Voluntary Opportunities

Volunteer community service is a great
American tradition and a profound expres-
sion of the civic values that bind us together
as a Nation. Nowhere is the spirit of vol-
unteerism more alive than among employees
of the Federal Government, thousands of
whom serve their country with dedication at
work and as volunteers in their local commu-
nities. On April 22, 1998, I directed Federal
departments and agencies to expand commu-
nity service opportunities for Federal em-
ployees by making maximum use of existing
flexibility in work scheduling policies. Today,
I am encouraging all departments and agen-
cies with operations in the District of Colum-
bia to apply those policies so that their D.C.-
based employees can take advantage of a vi-
tally important community service oppor-
tunity: helping D.C. public school students
become better readers this summer.

From June 28 through August 6, an esti-
mated 30,000 D.C. school children with low
test scores will be in mandatory and enrich-
ment summer school programs run by the
D.C. Public School system. Students whose
scores do not markedly improve risk being
held back a grade. This is part of the Dis-
trict’s ambitious plan to end social promotion
while also giving children the extra help they
need to meet higher standards—the kind of
positive reform I have called on all school
districts to adopt. As the District’s largest
employer, the Federal Government has a
unique opportunity to help children improve
their scores and rejoin their classmates this
fall.

That is why I am pleased that the Corpora-
tion for National and Community Service is
assisting Federal departments and agencies
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in recruiting 1,500 Federal employees to be-
come volunteer reading tutors through the
D.C. Reads This Summer program. Employ-
ees who choose to sign up with D.C. Reads
This Summer will receive training and be
able to work one-on-one with students once
a week for 6 weeks at one of 32 school- and
community-based tutoring sites around the
city. I encourage departments and agencies
that have not already done so to inform em-
ployees of this rewarding volunteer oppor-
tunity and assist where possible in trans-
porting employees to and from the sites. I
also ask that you continue to encourage and
support employees who choose to volunteer
through other community programs. In addi-
tion to D.C. Reads, there are many excellent
programs being run through libraries and re-
ligious and community centers throughout
the D.C. area. Finally, I encourage you to
maintain or strengthen any preexisting part-
nerships that your department or agency may
already have with D.C. or other local school
systems.

William J. Clinton

Remarks on Gun Control Legislation
and an Exchange With Reporters in
Paris
June 17, 1999

I would just like to make a brief statement.
Sometime today the United States Congress
will be called upon to vote on whether to
close the gun show loophole. It seems to me
there’s a very simple, direct question. If we
close the loophole and do background checks
in a comprehensive fashion at the gun shows,
will we succeed, as we have with the Brady
bill, in keeping more guns out of the hands
of criminals and others who shouldn’t have
them—at every little inconvenience to legiti-
mate gun owners.

The answer to that question is, yes. Every-
one knows the answer to that question is yes.
Therefore, I hope that this vote will be cast
by Congress in the spirit that has gripped
the country after the tragedy at Littleton,
thinking about those children and other chil-
dren that we can still save.

Once again, I think that the gun lobby is
just wrong about this. And we’ve seen several

gun manufacturers come forward and say
that the gun show loophole ought to be
closed. We’ve seen several individual Repub-
licans, and members of the NRA, come for-
ward and say this. They’re just wrong here.
And I hope and pray that Congress will do
the right thing.

Q. Mr. President, have you talked to Mr.
Dingell and why is he doing this to the
Democrats?

The President. I don’t think he thinks he’s
doing this to the Democrats. I believe that
this is something on which we have a pro-
found disagreement on. I believe that John
Dingell believes he’s doing the right thing.
But I know that most Members of Congress
in both parties agree that the gun show loop-
hole, if closed, would keep more guns out
of the hands of criminals. That’s what they
think. And of course, we have about 80 per-
cent of the Democrats in favor of this, maybe
more, maybe 90 percent—I don’t know but
way—the vast majority. And most of the Re-
publicans are voting the other way, the vast
majority. They feel a certain amount of grati-
tude to the NRA for putting them in the ma-
jority in the House in the first place, by
frightening people over the Brady bill and
the assault weapons ban. And I understand
that.

But now we’ve got 5 years of experience
with the Brady bill and the assault weapons
ban. All lawful gun owners can still go hunt-
ing, can still engage in sport shooting, but
we kept 400,000 guns out of the wrong hands
with the Brady bill. And now they know that
a lot of people with criminal backgrounds are
trying to get guns at gun shows and flea mar-
kets and things of that kind. It is time to
close the loophole—it’s a simple, simple,
straightforward question on the merits. And
if everyone voted on the merits it would carry
by 80 percent. And I think we all know that.

NATO-Russia Negotiations on Kosovo
Q. Mr. President, can you report any

progress at all in the talks with the Russians
and resolving the situation of their role in
Kosovo?

The President. I just got an update.
They’re still talking. We haven’t resolved all
the issues, but they have made pretty good
progress today. I’m pleased, and I would urge
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